
2021 Bordeaux En Primeur  
Tasting notes and opinion    



 
After three hot summers producing dense, rich, full-bodied wines, the cool, humid season of 2021 has given fresher, 
lower alcohol wines that have fine balance and harmony.  They will be ready for drinking relatively quickly and give a 
huge amount of pleasure from an early age.  After a difficult spring and summer, fine weather in September and     
October enabled the grapes on well-maintained vineyards to reach a good level of maturity and develop excellent   
flavour and complexity. 
 
The growing season got off to a good start with  warm weather at the beginning of April that encouraged an early bud 
burst.  However, frost during the nights of 7th and 8th April caused widespread loss of crop throughout Bordeaux, 
albeit not as devastating as in Burgundy, Champagne and parts of the south of France.   May was generally cool and 
wet but conditions improved at the beginning of June enabling the majority of vines to flower successfully.  The    
second half of June was extremely wet with more than double the usual amount of rainfall.  The risk of mildew and 
rot was ever present and many properties lost a significant part of their crop, particularly of the more fragile merlot, to 
fungal diseases. 
 
July and August continued cold and dismal with temperatures and sunshine well below the average of the past thirty 
years and in complete contrast to the preceding three summers.  From mid-August, it became drier but there was little 
water stress on the vines which continued to put their energy into producing leaf rather than ripening the fruit.  At the 
end of the month, hopes of a successful harvest were low but things started to change dramatically with an increase in 
temperatures and a much-needed emergence of sunshine. 
 
By the middle of September the dry whites were being gathered under excellent conditions with perfect ripeness and 
an excellent balance of sugar and acidity.  The white grapes had enjoyed the cooler summer weather and 2021 is a 
great vintage for dry white Bordeaux.  The merlot harvest started in the third week of September and was affected by 

2021 BORDEAUX   
Fruit, charm and freshness 



localised, heavy rain that inevitably caused a dilution effect or forced growers to pick a few days earlier than they 
would have ideally done.  In many cases, however, the fruit was ripe and the low yields often gave a natural            
concentration that was missing in vineyards cropped at higher levels.  The cabernet sauvignon, in contrast, with its 
thicker skins was able to take full advantage of the warm, sunny weather that lasted well into October and gave wines 
with excellent ripeness and greater concentration.  Most of the best grapes in the Médoc weren’t picked until the    
second week of October with some châteaux holding on to finish the harvest as late as 22nd October. 
 
The sweet white harvest had been severely affected by the April frost and many châteaux have been unable to produce 
wine at all.  What little fruit survived was of excellent quality and there are some conspicuous successes but they are 
few and far between. 
 
The red wines have a similar level of depth and concentration to 2014 and 2017, both cool vintages that produced 
fresh, balanced wines.  Often, the 2021s are riper and fruitier with more charm.  I like the quality of the tannins and 
they will give great pleasure relatively quickly.  It is a vintage to enjoy and the best examples will age gracefully in the 
medium term. 
 
Overall, Bordeaux has produced one of the smallest crops of the past thirty years and many châteaux have made an 
even stricter selection than usual.  Furthermore, I suspect that the trend for estates to retain more of their production 
for sale at a later date will continue and that, therefore, the quantities available will be significantly reduced.  Please let 
us know what you’d like as soon as possible in order to have the best chance of us being able to satisfy your           
requirements in full.   
 

May 2022 Charles Taylor M.W.         
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PAUILLAC 

Château Lafite Rothschild  
1er Cru Classé, 96% CS, 3% M, 1% PV 

Eric Kohler has made the most aromatic and elegant of 
the Pauillac first growths.  40% of the crop was selected 
for the grand vin which shows beautiful, pure cassis and 
cedar aromas, sumptuous blackcurrant fruit on the palate 
and wonderful, silky tannins on the finish.  Despite being 
harvested relatively early (22nd September to 8th        
October), the modest yield of 33hl/ha has ensured     
excellent ripeness of the fruit.  At 12.5% alcohol, this is a 
lovely, fresh wine that epitomises Lafite.   
Drink 2030-2045. 
 
Château Mouton Rothschild  
1er Cru Classé, 89% CS, 10% M, 1% CF 

Jean-Emmanuel Danjoy is now responsible for Châteaux 
Mouton Rothschild and d’Armailhac in addition to Clerc 
Milon where he was estate director for ten years. In 2021, 
he decided to pick quickly, starting the merlot on 25th 
September and completing the cabernets by 6th October.  
A lovely, deep, cassis nose with toasty oak and cedar-
wood.  Rich and fleshy with typical Mouton generosity 
and a fine, fresh, harmonious finish.  
Drink 2032-2045.  

Château Latour 
1er Cru Classé, 96% CS, 4% M 
Technical director, Hélène Génin, has made a lovely, 
elegant wine, carefully extracted with beautiful purity of 
fruit.  Despite difficulties with mildew and botrytis, low 
yields of 23hl/ha enabled the fruit to achieve full                  
maturity and to have a concentration rarely achieved in 
2021.  The wines has similar depth and richness to the  
recently released 2014 vintage which is now beginning to 
show real class and quality.  Drink 2032-2045. 
 
 
 
Château Pichon Longueville Comtesse de Lalande 
2ème Cru Classé, 88% CS, 10% CF, 2% M 
Nicolas Glumineau arrived from Chateau Montrose in 
the difficult vintage of 2013 and 2021 was almost as  
challenging with mildew an ever present danger. The 
quantity produced is low but the quality is high.  Quite 
unlike the traditional, merlot-dominated Pichon Lalande 
style and flavour, the 2021 has beautiful blackcurrant 
fruit on both nose and palate.  Starting discreetly, it 
builds in the mouth to a long, sweet yet fresh finish.  
Drink 2029-2040. 
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Château Pichon Longueville Baron  
2ème Cru Classé, 88% CS, 12% M 
Both  Pichons  are  now regularly  competing  with  the   
Pauillac first growths in terms of quality and this is no 
exception.  Christian Seely, managing director since 2001, 
and Jean-René Matignon, technical director since 1987, 
have produced a rich, aromatic wine with beautiful purity 
of fruit, a seamless texture, firm but ripe tannins and a 
long aftertaste.  One of the most powerful wines of the 
Médoc in this medium-bodied vintage.  Drink 2030-2042. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Château Lynch Bages 
5ème Cru Classé, 67% CS, 25% M, 5% PV, 3% CF 
One of the densest, most concentrated Pauillacs of the 
vintage with 13.1% alcohol and an IPT (polyphenol    
index) of 90.  Despite the impressive weight and         
concentration, the wine shows excellent charm and     
harmony and retains fine fruit and freshness.  Will be 
aged for 18 months in 75% new french oak barrels.  
Drink 2031-2042. 

Château Lynch Bages 
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Château Duhart Milon  
4ème Cru Classé, 81% CS, 19% M 
Vinified with the expertise of the team at Château Lafite 
but in the recently renewed cellars in the centre of     
Pauillac.  Only 50% of the crop is used for the grand vin 
which has a lovely mixture of red fruits and cedarwood 
on the nose and carefully extracted tannins on the palate.  
As in 2020, this is one of the most elegant and             
harmonious Pauillacs, a fine example of the superb wines 
being made under the supervision of Eric Kohler.   
Drink 2029-2040. 

 
 
 
Château Clerc Milon 
5ème Cru Classé,  
59% CS, 28% M, 10% CF, 1.5% PV,  1.5%C 
A classy Pauillac and one of the very best 5th growths 
which managed to escape any serious impact from the 
April frost due to its proximity to the Gironde estuary. 
This wine from the Mouton Rothschild stable has      
delightful, ripe, plummy fruit, sweet spices and cedar-
wood on the nose.  Carefully extracted tannins give   
structure without any trace of astringency.  Fresh and 
charming, this is by no means a blockbuster but rather 
successful as a result.  Drink 2029-2039. 

Château Grand Puy Lacoste  
5ème Cru Classé, 85% CS, 15% M 
Owner, Francois-Xavier Borie, and technical director, 
Christel Spinner have made a beautifully fresh and well-
structured Pauillac with the highest ever percentage of 
cabernet sauvignon in the blend.  Harvested between 
24th September and 8th October and, as the estate did 
not suffer from frost, they produced a healthy yield of 
40hl/ha.  Intense blackberry and spice aromas with fine,  
muscular tannins.  Elegant and harmonious and will be 
aged in 75% new oak barrels.  Drink 2029-2039. 
 
 
 
Château Haut Bages Libéral  
5ème Cru Classé, 90% CS, 10% M 
Claire Villars has made a charming wine at this            
biodynamically run estate which has been certified     
organic since 2019.  The largest section of the property 
lies immediately to the north of Chateau Latour with  
further vineyards to the west on the Bages plateau.  Has 
masses of red cherry and blackcurrant fruits with firm 
but ripe tannins and a long finish.  40% of the crop will 
be aged in new oak barrels, 40% in 1 year old barrels and 
20% in a variety of porcelain and clay amphorae.   
Drink 2029-2038. 
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 Château Pontet Canet 
5ème Cru Classé, 58% CS, 32% M, 6% PV, 4% CF  
Mathieu Bessonnet, previously of Chapoutier, has taken 
over as technical director from Jean-Michel Comme at 
this large, 81 hectare, biodynamic estate.  130mm of rain 
fell in June, double the average of the past 30 years, and 
caused intense pressure from downy mildew.  However, 
the loss of crop was kept to 20%, and the decision to let 
the grass grow between the rows gave much-needed 
competition to the vines and removed some of the      
excess water.  Vinification was careful with all the 
bunches destemmed by hand and the minimum of     
extraction of tannin.  The wine will be aged 50% in new 
oak barrels, 15% in one year old barrels and 35% in   
concrete amphorae.  Ripe and spicy, this is a gutsy, burly 
Pauillac with plenty of flesh and personality.   
Drink 2029-2038. 
 
Château Grand Puy Ducasse 
5ème Cru Classé, 68% CS, 32% M 
This long under-achieving property is headed in the right 
direction and the 2021 is a conspicuous success in this 
difficult vintage.  Modest yields of 31hl/ha have given a 
natural concentration to the wine which has most        
attractive, blackcurrant fruit and a fine, plummy texture.  
Ripe and fleshy, this medium-bodied, compact wine has 
excellent freshness and a long, crisp finish.   
Drink 2028-2036. 

Château Pontet Canet 
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Château Lynch Moussas 
5ème Cru Classé, 72% CS, 28% M 
One of the best value crus classés, Lynch Moussas is 
owned and run by the Castéja family of neighbouring 
Château Batailley.  A little less sophisticated but with 
plenty of character, Lynch Moussas deserves to be better 
known and appreciated.  Drink 2029-2037. 
 
 

Château Bellegrave 
75% CS, 25% M 
At just 9 hectares, one of the smallest but finest                    
remaining crus bourgeois in the Pauillac appellation.  
The rest have been gobbled up by the neighbouring crus 
classés.  The Meffre brothers made an especially                      
successful 2021 with beautiful cassis fruit, firm but ripe 
tannins and a persistent finish.  Only 27,000 bottles             
selected for the grand vin.  Drink 2029-2036. 
 
 

Château Haut-Bages Monpelou 
71% CS, 27% M, 2% CF 
Splendidly sited on the Bages plateau between Châteaux 
Grand Puy Lacoste and Batailley, this excellent non-
classified estate makes ripe, generous wines that have 
plenty of character albeit with less finesse than those of 
their famous neighbours.  Red fruits with spicy, cedary 
notes make this a most attractive, compact, medium-
bodied claret.  Drink 2028-2035. 

Château Batailley 
5ème Cru Classé, 76% CS, 20% M, 2% CF, 2% PV 
A medium-bodied, harmonious wine that allies traditional 
Pauillac sturdiness with the charm of the 2021 vintage.  
Lovely, blackcurrant fruit and a touch of spicy oak makes 
this approachable but excellent depth and concentration 
will enable it to age gracefully.  Drink 2029-2038. 
 

Château Haut Batailley 
5ème Cru Classé, 70% CS, 30% M 
The wines from this fine fifth growth have grown in            
stature since the estate was acquired by the Cazes family 
of Château Lynch Bages in 2017.  Jean-Charles Cazes has 
invested  enormously  in  renovating  the  cellars  and      
planting an additional 20 hectares of vines which will                 
initially be used for the new second wine, Verso de               
Haut Batailley.  The 2021 is ripe and harmonious, an             
elegant foil to the denser and more concentrated Lynch 
Bages.  Drink 2029-2038. 
 

Château d’Armailhac 
5ème Cru Classé, 63% CS, 22% M, 13% CF, 2% PV 
Owned and managed by Château Mouton Rothschild, the 
vines lie immediately to the south of its famous        
neighbour.  The proportion of cabernet franc has fallen 
over the years but still remains an important part of the 
assemblage, bringing freshness and vitality to the blend.  
With beautiful, red fruit this is a compact, medium-
bodied wine that is one of the most elegant of the Pauillac 
fifth growths.  Drink 2029-2038. 
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SAINT JULIEN 

Château Léoville Las Cases  
2ème Cru Classé, 80% CS, 15% CF, 5% M 
Owner, Jean-Hubert Delon, considered the quality of the 
cabernet sauvignon and cabernet franc to be exceptional 
and, as a result, the 2021 has the highest ever percentage 
of cabernets in the blend.  As usual, this is a dense,                
close-knit wine of exceptional power and concentration.  
Combines the fruit of Saint Julien with the structure of 
Pauillac.  First growth quality and will be aged in 85% 
new oak barrels.  Drink 2032-2045. 
 
 
 
Château Léoville Poyferré 
2ème Cru Classé, 60% CS, 26% M, 9% CF, 5% PV 
Usually a late picker, in 2021 Léoville Poyferré harvested 
at the same time (28th September to 12th October) as the 
majority of the Saint Julien estates.  Shows the habitual 
ripe fruit allied to fine freshness and vitality.  The low 
yield (24hl/ha) gave additional concentration and this will 
age splendidly.  Another fine success for technical      
director, Isabelle Davin.  Drink 2030-2040.  
 

Château Léoville Barton 
2ème Cru Classé, 84% CS, 11% M, 5% CF 
Pragmatic viticulture resulted in a satisfying yield of 39 
hl/ha and a highly successful, harmonious wine.  Not as 
dense as the previous three vintages, this is beautifully 
balanced with masses of ripe, blackcurrant and cedar 
wood aromas and a lovely, generous texture on the                
palate.  More approachable and open than usual but with 
fine depth and concentration.  High quality tannins and a 
long, sweet finish.  Drink 2030-2042. 
 
 
 
 

Château Ducru Beaucaillou 
2ème Cru Classé, 98% CS, 2% M 
Bruno Borie has made a rich, concentrated Saint Julien 
with masses of fruit and an impressive, close-knit texture.  
After three very ripe, opulent vintages, the 2021 is a   
return to a more classic style of wine with a firm      
structure and fine freshness and vitality.  Will require 
time to harmonise and develop complexity but will age 
gracefully.  Drink 2030-2042. 
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Château Langoa Barton 
3ème Cru Classé, 61% CS, 36% M, 3% CF 
Hugh Barton bought the property in 1821 and this is a 
delightful wine to celebrate the 200 years of ownership by 
the Bartons, the longest that any cru classé has been in 
the hands of the same family.  Harvested between 27th 
September and 7th October, this is a delicious,  forward 
Lanoga which, whilst retaining its traditional sturdiness, 
has immense charm and accessibility.  Will be aged in 
60% new oak barrels.  Drink 2030-2040. 
 
 
 
 
 
Château Talbot 
4ème Cru Classé, 71% CS, 24% M, 5% PV 
Jean-Michel Laporte, estate director since moving from 
Château La Conseillante in 2018, continues to make the 
perennially popular, generous and fruity Talbot style but 
has added additional depth to the mid palate.  Whilst the 
2021 doesn't have the richness and concentration of the 
preceding three vintages, it has immense charm and    
finesse and retains a fine, generous texture.  One of the 
most forward and attractive Saint Juliens of the vintage.  
Drink 2029-2038. 

Château Gruaud Larose  
2ème Cru Classé, 84% CS, 12% M, 4% CF 
Most of the vineyards lie at the southern end of Saint  
Julien, in a single block around the chateau, immediately 
to the west of the hamlet of Beychevelle.  They           
consistently produce one of the finest and most             
age-worthy wines of the appellation. In 2021, owner, 
Jean Merlaut, and technical director, Virginie Sallette, 
have made another rich, juicy wine, not as dense and           
concentrated as the magnificent 2020 but with a lovely 
mixture of red and black fruits, lower alcohol (12.5%), an 
excellent structure and an impressive long finish.   
Drink 2030-2042. 

Château Talbot 
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Château Beychevelle 
4ème Cru Classé, 57% CS, 38% M, 3% PV, 2% CF  
Estate  director  Philippe  Blanc,  who  has  been  at           
Beychevelle since 1995, has crafted another vividly fruity, 
aromatic wine with fine freshness and vitality.  The new 
winery,  built in 2016 with its  59 stainless steel vats,     
enables each plot to be vinified separately and the 2021 is 
the most elegant, charming vintage to be produced so far.  
Lovely, ripe, plummy fruit and a sweet, succulent texture 
will  make  this  most  enjoyable  young  but  with  the        
potential to age gracefully in the medium term.   
Drink 2028-2038 
 
 
 
Château Branaire Ducru 
4ème Cru Classé, 66% CS, 22% M, 6.5% CF, 5.5% PV   
Owner Francois-Xavier Maroteaux and winemaker Jean-
Dominique Videau consistently make one of the most 
elegant,  refined  wines  of  Saint  Julien.   Harvested        
between 24th September and 14th October, with yields 
of 32.5 hl/ha, the 2021 is a lovely, fresh, medium-bodied 
claret with a ripe compact texture, high quality tannins 
and a persistent aftertaste.  Drink 2029-2039. 
. 

Château Saint Pierre 
4ème Cru Classé, 70% CS, 14% M, 9% CF, 7% PV 
Owner,  Jean-Francois  Triaud,  and  technical  director,  
Rémi di Constanzo, are in the first year of converting the 
estate to organic viticulture.  The style of Saint Pierre is 
one of opulent, ripe fruit which works well in lighter, 
fresher vintages such as 2021.  This is one of the richer, 
more generous Saint Juliens with excellent flesh and a 
succulent texture.  Drink 2029-2038. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
La Croix Ducru Beaucaillou 
64% CS, 32% M, 4% PV 
The  second  wine  of  Château  Ducru  Beaucaillou                   
produced principally from the estate’s vineyards that lie in 
the centre of the appellation just to the west of the D2 
road.  Rich and generous with masses of fruit, excellent                
structure, a close-knit texture and a long aftertaste.  One 
of  the very  finest  second wines  of  the vintage,  not       
surprising given the increasingly strict selection made for 
the grand vin and the existence of the third label, Le Petit 
Ducru.  Drink 2029-2038. 
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Clos du Marquis  
67% CS, 19% M, 14% CF 
Owned by but now kept separate from the vineyards of 
Château Léoville Las Cases.  The vines are situated  in-
land from the Gironde estuary where the soil is sandier 
and less gravelly than in the Grand Clos of Léoville Las 
Cases. The wine is made in a similar, serious,               
uncompromising style and is as fine as the majority of 
the Saint Julien crus classés.  Clos du Marquis offers 
great value for lovers of full-bodied, well-structured Saint 
Julien.  Will age beautifully.  Drink 2030-2040. 
 
 
Château Gloria  
61% CS, 19% M, 14% PV, 6% CF 
This fine non-classified château is under the same      
ownership as fourth growth, Château Saint Pierre, and 
both estates are now being converted to organic         
viticulture under the watchful eye of technical director, 
Rémi di Constanzo.  Harvested from the 27th September 
to 9th October with yields of 35hl/ha, the 2021 is a love-
ly, fruity, open-textured wine with fine freshness on the 
palate and good length on the finish.  Will be aged in 
54% new oak barrels.  Drink 2028-2038. 

Le Petit Ducru de Ducru Beaucaillou 
80% M, 12% CS, 8% PV 
Bruno Borie owns 105 hectares of vines in Saint Julien, 
over 10% of the appellation. This wine comes          
principally from the vineyards purchased from Château 
Lagrange in the 1970s by his father, Jean-Eugène Borie, 
and previously sold as Château Lalande Borie.  Ripe and 
vividly fruity with  excellent structure, this is great value 
and a fine introduction to the wines of the appellation.                      
Drink 2028-2036. 
 
 

Château Moulin Riche  
54% CS, 27% M, 19% PV 
The high percentage of petit verdot gives additional  
density and structure to this elegant Saint Julien that is 
under the same ownership as Château Léoville Poyferré.  
Rich and generous with a touch of spicy oak, this will 
age splendidly.  Drink 2029-2038. 
 
 
Château du Glana  
75% CS, 25% M 
Ludovic and Julien Meffre own some prime land in Saint 
Julien and make one of the finest crus bourgeois of the 
Médoc.  A lovely, charming Saint Julien with beautiful, 
pure, blackcurrant fruit, carefully extracted tannins and a 
ripe, succulent texture.  Drink 2028-2036. 
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SAINT ESTEPHE 

Château Cos d’Estournel 
2ème Cru Classé, 64% CS, 30% M, 4% CF, 2% PV 
Picked relatively early from 23rd September to 7th        
October.  Technical director and wine-maker Dominique 
Arangoits has fashioned another glorious Cos which   
delights on both the nose and palate.  Lovely, supple fruit 
and carefully extracted tannins result in a fine, stylish 
wine with impressive length on the finish.  12.7% alcohol 
and will be aged in no more than 55% new oak barrels.  
Drink 2030-2040. 
 
 
 
 

Château Montrose 
2ème Cru Classé, 62% CS, 31% M, 6% CF, 1% PV 
The 2021 is a charming and forward Montrose with   
beautiful, pure blackcurrant aromas, precision on the  
palate, a succulent texture and a long, sweet finish.  A 
lovely, harmonious wine that combines both depth and 
suppleness.  Has the balance and fruit to be enjoyable 
young whilst having the potential to age gracefully.   
Drink 2030-2040. 

Château Calon Ségur 
3ème Cru Classé, 81% CS, 11% CF, 7% M, 1% PV 
Vincent Millet has closed the gap with Cos and       
Montrose and  is now consistently making wines of 
super second quality.  In 2021 he picked late, taking full 
advantage of the glorious October weather to harvest 
perfectly mature cabernet grapes.  The finest plots were 
gathered on 12th, 13th and 14th October and provide 
the backbone to a gloriously aromatic wine with    
sumptuous cassis fruit, carefully extracted tannins and 
delightful freshness.  A lovely, elegant wine of great 
class and finesse.  Will be aged in 100% new oak      
barrels.  Drink 2030-2040.  
 

Château Lafon Rochet 
4ème Cru Classé, 69% CS, 26% M, 4% CF, 1% PV 
The first vintage made by new owner Jacky Lorenzetti, 
who has added this fine, 41 hectare, Saint Estèphe 4th 
growth to his ever expanding portfolio of châteaux 
(Pedesclaux, d’Issan and Lilian Ladouys, whose vines lie 
immediately to the north of Lafon Rochet). The style 
remains that of a rich, full-bodied Saint Estèphe with 
plenty of plummy fruit, firm but ripe tannins and a 
gutsy aftertaste.  Drink 2029-2038. 
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Château Capbern 
70% CS, 28% M, 2% PV 
After three vintages of dense, concentrated, opulent 
wines, 2021 sees a return to a fresher, more harmonious 
style with lower alcohol (12.8%).  The estate belongs to 
and is managed by Château Calon Ségur and estate     
director, Vincent Millet, has worked the same magic here.  
Fabulous fruit and a rich, generous texture makes this one 
of the very finest crus bourgeois in the Médoc.   
Drink 2028-2038. 
 

Château Le Crock  
58% CS, 25% M, 10% CF, 7% PV 
Owned by the Cuvelier family of Léoville Poyferré and 
managed by the same team.  The yields were more                
generous in Saint Estèphe than Saint Julien and this is a 
rich, succulent wine with masses of juicy fruit and a firm 
but ripe structure.  Situated immediately to the north of 
Château Cos d’Estournel, this is consistently one of the 
finest crus bourgeois and was classified as one of only  
fourteen crus exceptionnels in 2020.  Drink 2028-2038. 
 

Château Ormes de Pez  
49% M, 40% CS, 6% CF, 5% PV 
The Cazes family of Château Lynch Bages have owned 
this fine non-classified château since 1940.  Made in the 
same swaggering style as Lynch Bages with a rich, fleshy 
texture, this is one of the most serious, concentrated 
wines outside of the classed growths.  Drink 2029-2039. 
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MARGAUX 

Château Margaux 
1er Cru Classé, 87% CS, 8% M, 3% CF, 2% PV 
Philippe Bascaules has been back at Château Margaux for  
five years and has made, with Lafite, the most elegant 
wine of the first growths.  He took advantage of the fine 
autumn weather, picking the last grapes on 14th October.  
A saignée was made on some of the vats to concentrate 
the juice and careful extraction of tannins has given a 
silky smooth texture to the wine.  The structure has been 
enhanced through judicious addition of the press wines.  
The wine has a beautiful cassis and cedarwood nose and 
a delightful, fresh finish. 36% of the crop was selected 
for the grand vin which will be aged in 100% new oak bar-
rels.  Drink 2030-2042. 
 

Château Rauzan Ségla 
2ème Cru Classé, 75% CS, 25% M 
Nicolas Audebert continues a brilliant run of vintages 
since his arrival at Rauzan Ségla in 2014.  Harvested from 
19th September to 8th October with a yield of 38hl/ha, 
the 2021 is not as concentrated as the three previous 
years but has lovely, sweet fruit, a beautiful, seamless  
texture and a fresh, harmonious finish.  13% alcohol after 
modest chaptalisation of the cabernet sauvignon and will 
be aged in 60% new oak barrels.  Drink 2029-2039. 

Château Brane Cantenac 
2ème Cru Classé, 74% CS, 22% M, 2% CF, 1% PV, 1% C 
Henri Lurton consistently makes one of the most elegant 
wines of the Margaux appellation from the best sited 
plots on the Cantenac plateau in front of the château. 
After a dense concentrated 2020, the 2021 oozes charm 
and finesse.  Velvety tannins give structure to a fresh, 
ripe, harmonious wine that displays wonderful,        
blackcurrant fruit.  Harvested relatively early (23rd      
September-7th October) due to the warm gravel soils, 
12.7% alcohol and will be aged for 18 months in 100% 
new oak barrels. Drink 2029-2039. 
 
 

Château Palmer 
3ème Cru Classé, 56% M, 41% CS, 3% PV 
Frost in both April and May affected the merlot in     
particular and reduced the overall yield to 22hl/ha.  The 
smaller crop took full advantage of the splendid         
September weather and the grand vin is unexpectedly 
dense and rich as a result.  Thomas Duroux extracted the 
tannins as gently as possible and has been rewarded with 
a silky smooth wine with exceptional balance and       
harmony.  Will be aged for 12 months in 225 litre       
barriques followed by a second year in 30 hl oak foudres.   
Drink 2030-2040. 
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Château Lascombes 
2ème Cru Classé, 55% CS, 40% M, 5% PV 
The 2021 was the first vintage to be vinified in the new 
stainless steel winery which incorporates twice the                 
number of smaller, 50hl vats as previously, enabling more 
precise vinification of each individual plot.  The cabernet 
sauvignon was particularly successful and estate director 
Dominique Befve incorporated a higher proportion than 
normal into the blend.  As is often the case, Lascombes 
was one of the last château to harvest, starting on 29th   
September and finishing on 22nd October.  The result is 
an impressively dense, concentrated wine with masses of 
blackcurrant fruit allied to firm but ripe tannins.   
Drink 2030-2040. 
 

Château Giscours 
3ème Cru Classé, 65% CS, 32% M, 3% PV 
Estate director, Alexander van Beek, has made a rich 
fleshy wine that is one of the most generous wines of 
Margaux.  This fine, 60 hectare estate is consistently one 
of the best value wines of the appellation and the 2021 is 
a well-balanced, harmonious wine with fine, perfumed 
fruit and carefully extracted tannins.  Drink 2029-2038. 
 

Château Malescot St Exupéry 
3ème Cru Classé, 49% CS, 38% M, 8% CF, 5% PV 
A habitual late picker, Malescot tends to make ripe,     
opulent wines.  Despite being fresher and leaner than the  
2020, this is a serious wine with excellent structure, lots of 
charm and a sweet finish.  Drink 2029-2038. 

Château Angludet 
53% CS, 24% M, 23% PV 

Following the success of the 2020 vintage, Ben Sichel is 
again ageing 30% of the crop in 700 litre clay amphorae 
to maintain the maximum of fruit.  The estate is farmed 
biodynamically and, despite the climatic challenges, they 
managed to producer more (29hl/ha) than in 2020.  
Ripe, red fruits on the nose with a generous texture and 
a long, pure finish.  Drink 2028-2036. 
 

Château du Tertre 
5ème Cru Classé, 64% CS, 20% CF, 10% M, 6% PV 
Romain Bourienne is the new technical director since the 
property changed hands in 2021.  Only 50% of the crop 
was used for the grand vin which has a historically low 
proportion of merlot.  A late harvest (28th September to 
12th October) enabled the cabernets to reach a good 
level of ripeness.  Extraction was gentle and the wine has 
fine freshness and charm.  Drink 2028-2036. 
 
Château Mongravey 
65% CS, 33% M, 2% CF 
One of only three Margaux crus bourgeois supérieurs, 
this immaculate 13ha estate was created in 1981 by Régis 
Bernaleau. The vineyards lie between Châteaux Giscours 
and du Tertre and make rich, harmonious wines that age 
gracefully.  The 2021 is ripe and fruity with a compact 
structure and good length on the finish.  Will be aged in 
60% new oak barrels.  Drink 2028-2035. 
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Château Durfort Vivens 
2ème Cru Classé, 97% CS, 3% M 
Gonzague Lurton has farmed his 62 hectare estate                   
biodynamically since 2016.  After a number of small 
crops, 2021 yielded a more satisfactory 35 hl/ha  and 
30% of the crop is now aged in amphorae manufactured 
in Italy by TAVA with the   balance in new oak barrels.  
This is a soft, ripe, open-textured wine that will be      
delicious young but has the poise and harmony to age 
gracefully in the medium term.  Drink 2029-2037. 
 
 
 
 
Château Ferrière 
3ème Cru Classé, 81% CS, 13% M, 5% PV, 1% CF 
Claire Villars has made a delightful, medium-bodied  
Margaux that shows masses of vivid, red fruit from her 
24 hectare, biodynamically run property.  The vineyards 
lie in the heart of the Margaux appellation with many 
vines dating from the 1950s.  Soft and velvety, this is 
quintessential Margaux that is being aged 40% in new oak 
barrels, 40% in one year old barrels and 20% in TAVA 
amphorae.  Drink 2028-2036. 

Château Durfort Vivens 
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MEDOC 

Château Cantemerle 
5ème Cru Classé, Haut-Médoc, 65% CS, 21% M, 9% CF, 5% PV 

Laure Canu (previously at Château Angélus) has taken 
over as director of this substantial 96 hectare estate 
owned since the 1980s by the French SMA insurance 
group.  Harvested early from 22nd September to 3rd  
October, this is a charming, compact wine with highly 
attractive red fruits, carefully extracted tannins and a  
delightful, soft finish.  Not for the long haul but a stylish, 
classy wine that will give much pleasure from an early 
age.  Will be aged in a judicious amount of new oak (40% 
new barrels, 40% one year old and 20% two year old).  
Drink 2027-2035. 
 

Château Fourcas Dupré 
Listrac-Médoc, 53% CS, 46% M, 1% PV 
A new cellar is under construction but Lucas Leclercq, 
director since 2019, continues to make fine, characterful 
wine at this excellent property situated at the highest 
point of the Médoc.  The 2021 is less tannic and        
concentrated than the preceding three vintages but has a 
freshness and harmony that point to a fine future.  Ripe 
and fruity with great vivacity and a generous, sweet finish.  
Drink 2027-2035. 

Château La Lagune 
3ème Cru Classé, Haut-Médoc, 70% CS, 20% M, 10% PV 
The whole property has now been farmed organically for 
three years and will certified as such next year.  Caroline 
Frey was particularly pleased with the quality of the     
cabernet sauvignon and has made it the backbone of the 
grand vin.  With a modest yield of 30 hl/ha, the wine has 
impressive depth and concentration and, if the sensible 
pricing policy instigated in 2019 continues, this will be 
one of the best value crus classés of the vintage.  Fresh 
and fruity with carefully extracted tannins, the 2021 will 
be delicious young and age gracefully.  Drink 2028-2038. 
 
Château Mauvesin Barton 
Moulis-en-Médoc, 52% CS, 48% M 
Frost reduced the yield to 24 hl/ha at this large, 60               
hectare, Moulis property purchased by the Barton family 
in 2011.  The small crop ripened more easily in the              
difficult summer and the result is a delicious,                    
open-textured, vividly fruity wine that has fine class and 
harmony.  Drink 2027-2033. 
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Château Chasse Spleen 
Moulis-en-Médoc, 53% CS, 38% M, 9% PV 
One of the Médoc’s best-known, family-owned châteaux 
that has been run since 2000 by Céline Villars and her 
husband Jean-Pierre Foubet.  Typically rich, meaty wine 
with fine red and black fruits and firm but ripe tannins.  
Drink 2028-2037. 
 
Château Cissac 
Haut-Médoc, 57% CS, 37% M, 3% PV, 3% Malbec 
Only the second time that the 1 hectare parcel of malbec 
(planted in 1995) has been used in the grand vin.  Owner 
Marie Vialard, and wine-maker, Laurent Saint Pasteur, are 
not sure why it was so good in 2021 but it adds both 
character and freshness to the wine.  The style of Cissac 
has softened over the past 20 years and the 2021 is a ripe, 
generous, medium-bodied wine that has both depth and 
charm.  Drink 2027-2034.  
 
Château d’Agassac 
Haut-Médoc, 55% M, 42% CS, 3% CF 
Purchased last year by Gérard Jicquel of Château Fourcas 
Dupré, Château d’Agassac is one of only 14 crus      
bourgeois exceptionnels.  The estate lies at the southern 
end of the Haut Médoc appellation adjoining Château La 
Lagune and shares a similar terroir.  Rich and             
concentrated with fine depth and structure this is a     
serious wine that deserves a few years bottle age.   
Drink 2028-2036.  

Château de Camensac 
5ème Cru Classé, Haut-Médoc, 66% CS, 34% M 
Situated in the commune of Saint Laurent just outside the 
Saint Julien appellation, this much improved estate is  
owned by Céline Villars and Jean-Pierre Foubet.        
Harvested relatively late between 28th September and 
13th October in order to take full advantage of the fine, 
autumn weather, the 2021 is a ripe, fruity wine with     
excellent freshness and vitality.  Should be one of the 
best value crus classés.  Drink 2027-2036. 
 

 
 
Château La Grave 
Médoc, 75% M, 25% CS 
Jean-Philippe Cazaux continues to  make fine progress at 
this 25 hectare property that he purchased in 2014.  
Spring frost reduced the crop by half but the low yields 
and the brave decision to delay harvesting until 10th   
October has resulted in a sumptuous, generous wine with 
a depth and concentration rarely achieved in the northern 
Médoc.  Will be aged in one third new oak barrels from 
tonnelleries Seguin-Moreau and Leroi which will only en-
hance the finesse and complexity of this great value wine.  
Drink 2026-2031. 
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PESSAC-LEOGNAN & GRAVES 

Château Haut Brion 
1er Cru Classé, 50 M, 38% CS, 12% CF 
The privileged setting of Haut Brion in the suburbs of 
Bordeaux  enabled it to escape the worst of the April 
frosts with only three of the 80 hectares affected.  The 
yield, as a result, was a healthy 48hl/ha and the 2021 is a 
gorgeous, generous wine with beautiful red fruits on both 
nose and palate.  An impressive, close-knit texture    
promises a fine future.  Drink 2031-2045. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Château La Mission Haut Brion 
Cru Classé, 48% M, 46% CS, 6% CF 
Only 40% of the crop was used for the grand vin which is 
a lovely, dense, rich wine.  Carefully extracted and only 
1.5% of press wine added to the final blend which tem-
pers the typical, firm character of La Mission.  A ripe, 
harmonious wine which displays great charm and har-
mony.  Drink 2030-2042. 
 
 
Domaine de Chevalier  
Cru Classé, 80% CS, 10% M, 5% PV, 5% CF 
Olivier Bernard continues to deepen and refine the style 
of Domaine de Chevalier where he has been since 1983.  
The plantings of the 1980s and 1990s are now in their 
prime and producing glorious wine.  The 2021 is a 
splendid, ripe wine, not as rich nor dense as the 2020 
but with immense charm and finesse.  Low yields of 28 
hl/ha give added concentration and the relatively late 
harvest (28th September to 15th October) contributes a 
finish that is sweet and long.  Drink 2029-2040. 

Domaine de Chevalier  
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Château Pape Clément 
Cru Classé, 60% CS, 40% M 
A typically, rich, fleshy wine from Bernard Magrez’s flag-
ship property that nestles in the suburbs of Bordeaux 
surrounded by housing.  Ripe fruit and a dash of toasty 
oak makes this a most attractive, open wine that will give 
a huge amount of pleasure relatively soon.  Drink 2028-
2037. 
 

Château de Fieuzal 
Cru Classé, 50% M, 40% CS, 10% PV 
Stephen Carrier has been at Fieuzal since 2007 and is 
aiming for a finer, less extracted style of wine.  The 2021 
has masses of red fruits, beautiful freshness and purity 
and a classic, elegant structure.  Maceration remains at 30
-40 days but the temperature of fermentation was held at 
a maximum of 25-27C and the amount of remontage was 
kept to a minimum.  A lovely, harmonious wine with 
great charm and finesse.  Drink 2028-2037. 
 

Château Haut Bailly 
Cru Classé, 65% CS, 22% M, 10% PV, 3% CF 
This is the first vintage to be vinified in the impressive 
new winery. The harvest began with the merlot on the 
27th September and finished with the cabernet on the 
11th October with a yield of 19 hl/ha. Technical director 
Gabriel Vialard has made the most elegant wine of recent 
years with beautiful, pure, cassis aromas and a ripe,     
succulent texture.  Drink 2029-2039. 

Château Civrac Lagrange 
Pessac-Léognan, 55% M, 25% CS, 20% PV 
Situated next door to Domaine de Chevalier, this is one 
of the very best value wines of the Pessac-Léognan     
appellation.  As a result of the late harvest, finishing on 
13th October, the 2021 is a rich, ripe wine of unusual 
concentration.  Aged in 40% new oak barrels, this is full 
and spicy with a hedonistic mixture of red and black 
fruits.  Drink 2027-2034. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vieux Château Gaubert 
Graves rouge, 60% M, 20% CS, 20% PV 
Dominique Haverlan is a fan of petit verdot and the 2021 
shows why.  Rich and harmonious with lovely, ripe fruit, 
a close-knit texture and a winning mixture of firm but 
ripe tannins and excellent acidity.  Vieux Château Gaubert 
is the finest estate in the village of Portets which lies just 
outside the Pessac-Léognan appellation but often makes 
wine of equal quality.  Will be aged in 40% new oak    
barrels.  Drink 2027-2034. 
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POMEROL 

Vieux Château Certan 
Pomerol, 77% M, 20% CF, 3% CS 
Alexandre and Guillaume Thienpont have made one of 
the most elegant Pomerols of the vintage.  They managed 
to both escape the frost and control the mildew and were 
rewarded with a good yield of 38 hl/ha.  Harvested                
between 24th September and 6th October, two thirds of 
the crop was selected for the grand vin, essentially all the 
vines that are over 35 years old with the exception of the 
new plantings of cabernet sauvignon which were                       
included for the first time.  The wine has beautiful, bright 
red fruit flavours, lovely freshness and acidity, a close-
knit texture and a persistent finish.  Drink 2029-2040. 
 
Château La Fleur Pétrus 

Pomerol, 95% M, 4% CF, 1% PV 

One of the flagship properties of the Moueix family that 
has its origins, as the name suggests, just to the north of 
Châteaux Lafleur and Pétrus but which has been quietly 
extended to 19 hectares by the addition of further plots 
on the Pomerol plateau.  Showing beautiful, pure fruit, 
this is a medium-bodied, ripe, sumptuous wine of real 
breed.  Drink 2029-2040.  

Château La Conseillante 
Pomerol, 85% M, 15% CF 
This is a delicious, open wine from Marielle Cazaux who 
has been making the wine at La Conseillante since 2015.  
The mildew was controlled by a couple of treatments 
with systemic fungicides and a yield of 38 hl/ha was 
achieved.  A saignée was performed on some of the vats 
to concentrate the juice and, whilst not as dense and 
concentrated as her previous efforts, the 2021 has      
immense charm and is fruitier and more harmonious 
than the 2017, for example.  Overall, this is a lovely, 
compact wine with beautiful, plummy fruit that has the 
balance to age gracefully in the medium term.   
Drink 2028-2037. 
 

Château La Croix de Gay 
Pomerol, 95% M, 5% CF 
Chantal Lebreton, together with her sons Oliver and 
Jean-Pascal, consistently makes one of the best value 
wines of the appellation from her excellent estate       
situated at the northern end of the Pomerol plateau.  
Ripe and fruity with masses of red cherry and plum fruit, 
this is a stylish, medium-bodied wine with a generous 
texture that will be aged in 40% new oak barrels.   
Drink 2027-2034. 
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Château La Fleur de Gay 
Pomerol, 95% M, 5% CF 
Chantal Lebreton makes just 5,500 bottles of this rich, 
aromatic wine from three parcels totalling 2 hectares on 
clay and gravel soils at the northern end of the Pomerol 
plateau.  The merlot was harvested on 28th September 
and the cabernet franc on 1st October.  Ripe and         
generous with lovely, plummy fruit and fresh acidity.  Will 
be aged in 65% new oak barrels.  Drink 2029-2038. 
 

Château Vray Croix de Gay 
Pomerol, 80% M, 20% CF 
Acquired in 2020 by the owners of Château Calon Ségur, 
this 3.67 hectare estate comprises two parcels of vines on 
the Pomerol plateau, one adjacent to Château Lafleur, the 
other in front of Château Trotanoy.  Technical director 
Pénélope Godefroy, previously at Château Latour, has 
made a rich, juicy wine with beautiful, creamy fruit and a 
fresh, elegant finish.  Will be aged in 35% new oak      
barrels.  Drink 2028-2036. 
 
Château Siaurac 
Lalande de Pomerol, 51% CF, 38% Malbec, 10% M, 1% CS 
Substantial 46 hectare estate which is currently being con-
verted to organic viticulture.  April frost badly affected 
the merlot vines so the 2021 has a high proportion of the 
more resistant cabernet franc and malbec.  Fresh and aro-
matic with fine vitality.  Will be aged principally in one 
and two year old barrels.  Drink 2027-2032. 
 
 
 

 

Château Lafleur Gazin 
Pomerol, 100% M 
This 8.5 hectare estate lies on clay and gravel soils at the 
northern extremity of the Pomerol plateau between  
Châteaux Lafleur and Gazin.  Managed by the           
Jean-Pierre Moueix team, the 2021 vintage was          
completed on three days from 27th to 29th September in 
order to retain the maximum of freshness.  Rich and 
fruity with aromas of spice and plum.   No press wine 
was added and this finishes sweet and generous.   
Drink 2028-2034. 
 
 
Château Haut Chaigneau 
Lalande de Pomerol, 85% M, 10% CF, 5% Malbec 
As a result of the low yields, Pascal Chatonnet has     
decided not to produce any La Sergue in 2021 with all 
the fruit being included in the Château Haut Chaigneau.  
Ripe and generous with lovely, vibrant fruit and a touch 
of toasty oak.  Drink 2027-2032. 
 
 
Château La Croix Chaigneau 
Lalande de Pomerol, 55% CF, 45% M 
Made from the younger vines at Château Haut          
Chaigneau and aged in one, two and three year old     
barrels.  Vivid, red fruits and a delicious, open texture.  
Forward and immensely attractive.  Drink 2026-2030.  
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SAINT EMILION AND THE CÔTES 

Château Ausone 
1er Grand Cru Classé A, 65% CF, 35% M 
Alain and Pauline Vauthier farmed all their vines                 
organically but lost part of the crop to frost and mildew.  
The low yield (30hl/ha) gave a natural concentration to 
the wine and no chaptalisation was necessary.  This is a 
beautiful, seamless wine with wonderful purity of fruit, 
modest alcohol (12.5%), carefully extracted tannins and a 
long. sweet finish.  Will be aged in 100% new oak. Only 
16,000 bottles produced.  Drink 2030-2042. 
 

Château Cheval Blanc  
1er Grand Cru Classé A, 43% M, 52% CF, 5% CS 
Low yields (29hl/ha) enabled the crop to achieve full         
ripeness and give excellent depth and definition to the 
wine.  69% of the crop was selected for the grand vin    
including all the cabernet franc and the smaller of the two 
cabernet sauvignon plots (the larger was used for Petit 
Cheval where it represents 33% of the blend).                           
Interestingly, most of the parcels of younger vines were 
included in the grand vin as their less extensive root               
system meant they suffered less during the excessive rain.  
This is a rich, profound wine with generous red and black 
fruit aromas and a succulent  texture.  Builds in the mouth 
to an impressive finish.  Drink 2030-2042. 

Château Figeac 
1er Grand Cru Classé, 40%  CS, 31% CF, 29% M 
The first vintage vinified in the new winery which houses 
40 stainless steel and 8 oak vats enabling a more precise 
vinification of individual plots.  The harvest started with 
the merlot on 21st September and finished with the last 
cabernets on 19th October.  Estate director, Frédéric 
Faye, has made an impressive, generous wine with mass-
es of red and black fruits.  A lovely, fresh wine with       
excellent vitality.  Will be aged in 100% new oak barrels.  
Drink 2029-2038. 
 
Château Canon 
1er Grand Cru Classé, 71% M, 29% CF 
This great estate on the limestone plateau has been              
trialling organic viticulture since 2018 and is now in the 
process of full conversion.  The yield was a successful 
40hl/ha and the wine is a beautiful, medium-bodied, 
elegant example of the property’s classy Saint Emilion.  
Lovely, pure red cherry and blackcurrant fruit on the 
nose and a delightful succulence on the palate.  Not a                    
blockbuster but excellent finesse.  Drink 2028-2036. 
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Château Troplong Mondot 
1er Grand Cru Classé, 85% M, 13% CS, 2% CF 
Estate director, Aymeric de Gironde, suffered no deple-
tion from frost or mildew thanks to the vineyards’      
position at the highest point (110m altitude) in               
St Emilion.  Harvested over a long period from 17th   
September to 19th October so that each parcel could be 
picked at the optimum moment, the 2021 was vinified in 
the new winery and will be aged 60% in new oak barrels, 
27% in one year old barrels and 13% in 20 hl oak foudres.  
Bright red fruits on the nose, medium-bodied with       
velvety tannins on the palate and a persistent finish.  One 
of the most elegant Saint Emilions of the vintage.   
Drink 2028-2038. 
 
 

Château TrotteVieille 
1er Grand Cru Classé, 45% M, 54 % CF, 1% CS 
Philippe Castéja has been steadily raising the quality at 
this fine, 12 hectare estate splendidly situated on a south-
west facing hillside immediately to the east of the town of 
Saint Emilion.  TrotteVieille is blessed with some of the 
oldest cabernet franc vines in Bordeaux - 3000 plants date 
back to before phylloxera, a massal selection of which are 
used to provide cuttings for new plantings.  The 2021 is 
the first vintage to be vinified in the new cellars and is a 
ripe, generous, medium-bodied wine with plentiful, 
plummy fruit, a gorgeous, ripe, open texture and a soft, 
fresh finish.  Drink 2028-2038. 

 
 
 

 



26 MONTRACHET FINE WINE MERCHANTS - 020 7821 1337 

Château Pavie Macquin 

1er Grand Cru Classé, 79% M, 19% CF, 2% CS 

Splendidly sited with Châteaux Pavie, Troplong Mondot 
and TrotteVieille as its neighbours.  Harvested late from 
5th to 20th October, this is one of the ripest wines of the 
vintage with 14% alcohol, vivid, spicy fruit and a rich, 
generous texture.  Retains excellent freshness and will age 
gracefully.  Drink 2028-2036. 
 

 

Château Le Prieuré 

Grand Cru Classé, 91% M, 9% CF 

Tiny, 6 hectare estate on the south-facing limestone 
slopes between Châteaux Pavie-Macquin, Troplong  
Mondot and TrotteVieille.  Certified organic since 2018 
and now being farmed biodynamically.  Fresh and       
fragrant with masses of red fruits and firm but ripe     
tannins.  Drink 2028-2036. 
 

 

Château Jacques Noir 

Saint Emilion, 100% M 
Lovely, 5.6 hectare estate owned by the Ducourt family 
which lies in the village of Saint Etienne de Lisse on the 
eastern side of the appellation.  Ripe and plummy with 
good structure and a persistent finish.  Drink 2027-2032. 

Château La Clotte 
1er Grand Cru Classe, 85% M, 15% CF 
Owned by the Vauthiers of Château Ausone, this     
splendidly situated property on the Côtes of Saint     
Emilion continues to gain in stature and class.  The 2021, 
whilst not as opulent nor concentrated as the previous 
three vintages, is a beautifully crafted, elegant wine with 
lovely, red fruit, silky tannins and fresh acidity.  Subtle 
and harmonious, this will be delicious young but age 
gracefully.  Drink 2028-2036.  
 
 
 
 
 
Château Quinault L’Enclos 
Grand Cru, 58% M, 24% CF, 18% CS 
Owned by Chateau Cheval Blanc since 2008, the cabernet 
plantings made by the new team proved their worth in 
2021 adding both freshness and strength to the wine.  
Medium-bodied with soft, red fruits, this is generous and 
immensely attractive.  A lovely, compact, elegant wine.  
Drink 2027-2034. 
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DRY WHITES 

Château Haut Brion Blanc 
Pessac-Léognan, 57% Sémillon, 43% Sauvignon 
There is both sauvignon blanc and sauvignon gris planted 
at Haut Brion  -  the former contributes crispness whilst 
the latter is softer and spicier.  Fresh and bright with 
beautiful, pure fruit and just the right amount of oak.  
Finishes particularly long with a delightful, saline twist.  
Drink 2026-2032. 
 
 
 
Château La Mission Haut Brion Blanc 
Cru Classé, Pessac-Léognan, 55% Sémillon, 45% Sauvignon 
Harvested early from 3rd to 10th September, this has 
both richness (14.1% alcohol) and vitality with a lovely, 
creamy texture allied to crisp, lemony acidity.  Fermented 
and aged in 53% new oak barrels and will be bottled in 
May 2022 in order to preserve the maximum of aroma 
and freshness.  Drink 2026-2032. 

Château La Mission Haut Brion  



28 MONTRACHET FINE WINE MERCHANTS - 020 7821 1337 

Domaine de Chevalier Blanc 
Cru Classé, Pessac-Léognan, 75% Sauvignon, 25% Sémillon 
One of the very finest dry white wines of the vintage.  
The cool summer favoured the production of crisp,   
mineral whites and this is reminiscent of great vintages 
such as 2014 and 2017.  Only 25,000 bottles produced of 
this intense, aromatic wine which combines lovely, 
peachy fruit with just the right amount of new oak and 
thrilling acidity.  Drink 2026-2034. 
 
 
 
 
 
Château de Fieuzal Blanc 
Pessac-Léognan, 65% Sauvignon, 35% Sémillon 
The sauvignon blanc was picked from 1st to 8th        
September with all the sémillon harvested by the 13th 
September.  All the fruit was pressed as whole bunches 
and fermented in both oak and acacia barrels.  Only 
15,000 bottles produced of this spectacularly rich and 
aromatic wine which has a fine, succulent texture and a 
beautiful, salinity on the finish.  Drink 2025-2030. 

Caillou Blanc du Château Talbot 

Bordeaux Blanc, 73% Sauvignon, 27% Sémillon 

Produced from 5 hectares of the estate planted with 
white varieties.  Open, stylish wine with bright,       
sauvignon fruit, a touch of oak and a long, crisp finish.  
Drink 2024-2028. 
 
 
 
 

Château Fourcas Dupré Blanc 
Bordeaux Blanc, 75% Sauvignon, 25% Sémillon 

There are currently only 1.21 ha planted with white vari-
eties but new owner, Gerard Jicquel, aims to treble the 
area planted with white grapes.  Fourcas Dupré has rap-
idly established a reputation as one of the finest white 
wines of the Médoc and the 2021 is the best ever with 
beautiful pure sauvignon fruit on both nose and palate 
and just the right amount of new oak.  88% of the crop 
is vinified in new, 300 litre, oak barrels from tonnelleries 
Sylvain, Nadalié and Hermitage with 12% aged in clay 
amphorae.  Drink 2023-2025. 
 
 
 
 

Vieux Château Gaubert Blanc 
Graves Blanc, 75% Sauvignon, 25% Sémillon 

The April frost reduced the crop to 25 hl/ha , half the 
usual yield.  Fermented in 65% new oak barrels, this is 
rich and aromatic with intense fruit flavours and a long, 
crisp aftertaste.  Drink 2023-2026. 
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SAUTERNES AND BARSAC 

Château de Fargues, Sauternes 
80% Sémillon, 20% Sauvignon 
Rich, intense wine from the home of the Lur Saluces 
family who ran Château d’Yquem until 2004.  Château de 
Fargues maintains the powerful, muscular style and this is 
a fine example of the concentrated, barrel-aged Sauternes 
for which the property is famous.  Drink 2028-2036. 
 
 
 
Château Lamothe Guignard, 2ème Cru Classé, Sauternes 
90% Sémillon, 5% Sauvignon, 5% Muscadelle 
Another year of low yields (5hl/ha) due to spring frost.  
Philippe Guignard makes a fresher, fruitier style of     
Sauternes and the 2021 has 13.7% alcohol and 110 g/l 
residual sugar.  Rich and honeyed but has fine balancing 
acidity which gives great vitality.  Drink 2026-2032. 

Château Coutet, 1er Cru Classé, Barsac 
75% Sémillon, 23% Sauvignon, 2% Muscadelle 
Greatly reduced crop due to frost on the night of 7th  
April but excellent quality.  The harvest took place in 
fine conditions between 30th September and 18th      
October and wine-maker, Laurent Girardot, has made a 
lovely wine with a perfect balance of fruit and acidity.  
13% alcohol and 131 g/l residual sugar.   
Drink 2027-2035. 
 
 
Château Doisy Daëne, 2ème Cru Classé, Barsac 
100% Sémillon 
One of the richest and most concentrated wines of the 
vintage (13.5% alcohol and 135 g/l residual sugar) but a 
miniscule crop (1hl/ha), the equivalent of one bottle 
from fifty vines.  Rich and aromatic with intense       
concentration of flavour and thrilling acidity.   
Drink 2028-2036.  
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• The recommended wines 
 This booklet represents my personal selection of the 

most successful wines of the vintage.  I have tried to 
include wines at every level and from a wide spread of 
appellations.  At the time of going to press we do not 
have prices of any of the châteaux so I cannot make 
ultimate judgements of value for money.  There are 
other excellent wines that I have tasted that I will buy if 
the price is right. Conversely, I may decide that the 
price asked for some of my chosen wines is too high. 

 

• Let us have your wish list 
 Please let us know as soon as possible if there are any 
specific châteaux (whether they are on my list or not) in 
which you are interested and we will make you an offer 
as soon as the wine is released.   

 

• Prices by email 
 As the châteaux release their wines onto the market, we 

will send out the prices by email.  If you have not    
already received any 2021 Bordeaux information from 
us by email, please let us have your email address so that 
we can keep you informed.   

 
 

How our 2021 Bordeaux En Primeur Offer works: 

• Order by email or telephone  
   
 Email: office@montrachetwine.com 
 Telephone: 020 7821 1337 
 
 We would urge you to place your order as quickly as 

possible. Even in less hyped vintages the châteaux often 
have a limited supply and the most successful wines sell 
out within hours. 

 

• Timetable 
 We expect the individual châteaux to release their prices 

at any time between now and July. The wine is sold 
whilst still lying at the châteaux for delivery after     
bottling.  i.e. 2021 Bordeaux will be shipped to the UK 
in spring/summer 2024. 

 
 

For further information or to place an order,  
please contact our en primeur specialists: 

 
Charles Taylor M.W., Thomas Britten,  

Lucy de Renzy-Martin or Ed Hume-Kendall  
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Whilst detailing the blend of varieties at the individual châteaux I have abbreviated the grape varieties as follows:  
Cabernet Sauvignon - CS,  Cabernet Franc - CF,  Merlot - M,  Petit Verdot - PV and  Carmenère - C 
 

 

Charles Taylor M.W. charles@montrachetwine.com 

Louisa de Faye Perkins office@montrachetwine.com 

Thomas Britten thomas@montrachetwine.com 

Lucy de Renzy-Martin  lucy@montrachetwine.com 

Ed Hume-Kendall ed@montrachetwine.com 

Jasper Taylor office@montrachetwine.com 

Terms and conditions 
  

Wine will be invoiced at the IN BOND price, lying at London City Bond, Creek Road and which excludes costs such as delivery, duty & VAT. 
 The IN BOND price for the wine must be paid for at the time of the order. The duty, VAT and delivery costs are due, if applicable, when the 
wines are shipped in 2024. 
 
Wine is generally sold in 12x75cl bottle cases (i.e. 9 litres) and we supply all ‘En Primeur’ purchases in this size unless otherwise instructed. Wine 
can be bottled in different formats: Halves 24x37.5cl, Magnums 6x150cl, Double Magnums 3x300cl etc. There is a surcharge for this; please 
specify your requirements at time of ordering.  
             
We ask that your minimum total order of wines from the 2021 vintage is 8 cases or £1000. 

 
 

11 CATHERINE PLACE 
WESTMINSTER 

LONDON    SW1E 6DX 
 

Telephone: 020 7821 1337  
office@montrachetwine.com 
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